FATHERS AND CHILDREN
was timid in society. Pavel Pettovitch did not
spend a single evening at home, prided himsdf
on his ease and audacity (he was just bringing
gymnastics into fashion among young men in
society), and had read in all some five or six
French books. At twenty-eight he was alieady
a captain; a brilliant career awaited him*
Suddenly everything was changed*
At that time, there was sometimes seen in
Petersburg society a woman who has even yet
not been forgotten, Princess R------.    She had a
well-educated, well-bred, but rather stupid hus-
band, and no children. She used suddenly to
go abroad, and suddenly to return to Russia,
and led an eccentric life in general. She had
the reputation of being a frivolous coquette,
abandoned herself eagerly to every sort of
pleasure, danced to exhaustion, laughed and
jested with young men, whom she received in
the dim light of her drawing-room before dinner;
while at night she wept and prayed, found no
peace in anything, and often paced her room
till morning, wringing her hands in anguish,
or sat, pale and chill, over a psalter. Day
came, and she was transformed again into a
grand lady; again she went out, laughed,
chattered, and simply flung herself headlong
into anything which could affoid her the
slightest distraction. She was marvellously
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